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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: IMPORT DUTY OF FRESH BLUEBERRIES AND 
CRANBERRIES 

REF: A. BONN 05760 B. BONN 08066 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO FEDMINFINANCE OFFICIALS, 
THE PRESENT WORDING OF THE GERMAN AND EC TARIFF 
SCHEDULE DOES NOT PERMIT IMPORTATION OF U. S.-TYPE 
FRESH CULTIVATED CRANBERRIES UNDER TARIFF POSITION 
0808B AND CULTIVATED FRESH BLUEBERRIES UNDER 0808C, 
WHOSE RATES ARE RESPECTIVELY ZERO AND FOUR PERCENT. 
BOTH FRUITS MUST ENTER UNDER 0808F AT A 12 PERCENT 
AD VALOREM RATE. U. S. EMBASSY REQUESTED A CHANGE OF 
THIS WORDING TO ACCOMMODATE THE U. S. PRODUCTS UNDER 
THE LOWER RATE. GERMAN OFFICIALS STATED THAT THIS 
REQUIRES A DECISION IN BRUSSELS BUT AGREED TO INITIATE 
ACTION UPON FORMAL U. S. EMBASSY REQUEST. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE PRESENT WORDING OF THE GERMAN AND 
EC OFFICIAL TARIFF SCHEDULE INTERPRETATION, ONLY FRESH 
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COWBERRIES OF THE SPECIES VACCINIUM VITIS IDAEA MAY BE 
IMPORTED DUTY FREE UNDER TARIFF POSITION 0808B. 
FURTHERMORE, ONLY FRESH BLUEBERRIES OF THE TYPE 
VACCINIUM MYRTILLUS MAY BE IMPORTED AT A RATE OF 
FOUR PERCENT UNDER TARIFF POSITION 0808C. ALL OTHER 
V ACCINIUM-TYPE BERRIES, SPECIFICALLY VACCINIUM 
MACROCARPON (CRANBERRIES) AND VACCINIUM CORYMBOSUM 
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(U. S. HIGHBUSH BLUEBERRIES) BUT ALSO V. ANGUSTIFOLIUM, 

V. LAMARKII AND OTHER LOW BUSH TYPES ARE GROUPED UNDER 
0808F, "OTHER BERRIES", ESTABLISHING AN AD VALOREM 
RATE OF 12 PERCENT FOR THE U. S. AND MOST OTHER THIRD 
COUNTRIES. THIS SITUATION HAS EXISTED FOR SOME TIME 
BUT WAS NOT ENFORCED BECAUSE OF LACK OF INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE EXACT BOTANICAL IDENTITY OF THE VARIOUS 
VACCINIUM TYPES ON THE PART OF GERMAN CUSTOMS FIELD 
OFFICES. THEREFORE, U. S. HIGH-BUSH BLUEBERRIES AS 
WELL AS FRESH CRANBERRIES WITH ONLY SOME EXCEPTIONS 
REPORTEDLY WERE PREVIOUSLY IMPORTED UNDER 0808 C AND 
B. THIS SITUATION HAS CHANGED AND WITHOUT AN OFFICIAL 
REVISION OF THE EXISTING TARIFF INTERPRETATION THE 
HIGHER RATES WILL ACTUALLY BE CHARGED DURING THE 
1977 IMPORT SEASON BY GERMAN AUTHORITIES. 

2. IN MAY 6 MEETING, EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE REQUESTED 
FEDMINFINANCE OFFICIALS (CUSTOMS) TAKE ALL NECESSARY 
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT FRESH CRANBERRIES ARE MADE 
OFFICIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR THE DUTY FREE PREFERENCE 
GRANTED BY THE FRG TO THE U.S. AND OTHER SUPPLIERS 
DURING THE 1960-61 GATT ROUND. AT THE SAME TIME, 

WE REQUESTED THAT IMPORTS OF FRESH CULTIVATED BLUE- 
BERRIES BE PERMITTED AT FOUR PERCENT DUTY. FEDMIN 
FINANCE OFFICIAL STATED THAT THIS WOULD REQUIRE A 
CHANGE OF THE PRESENT WORDING OF THE OFFICIAL FRG AND 
EC TARIFF SCHEDULE INTERPRETATIONS. THIS CAN ONLY BE 
ACCOMPLISHED BY EC DECISION WHICH AT EARLIEST WOULD 
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BECOME EFFECTIVE ON JAN. 1, 1978. A CONSENSUS WAS 
REACHED WITH FEDMINFINANCE OFFICIALS THAT: (A) 

EMBASSY WILL SEND A FORMAL LETTER TO FEDMINFINANCE 
REQUESTING APPROPRIATE ACTION BY THE FRG; AND (B) 
FEDMINFINANCE AFTER RECEIPT OF LETTER, WILL FORMALLY 
APPROACH THE EC COMMISSION ASAP, REQUESTING THE 
NECESSARY CHANGE OF THE OFFICIAL COMMON EC TARIFF 
SCHEDULE INTERPRETATION. (EMBASSY WILL PREPARE SUCH 
A REQUEST AND TRANSMIT THE DOCUMENT TO FEDMINFINANCE, 
TO WASHINGTON, AND USEC, ASAP, GERMAN OFFICIAL, HOW- 
EVER URGED THAT THE U. S. GOVERNMENT ALSO APPROACH 
THE EC COMMISSION DIRECTLY, REQUESTING THE NECESSARY 
ACTION. 

3. EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE ALSO URGED GERMAN OFFICIALS 
TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS FOR AN INTERIM SOLUTION 
WHICH WOULD ENSURE THAT U. S. CRANBERRIES CAN BE 
IMPORTED AT ZERO RATE AND FRESH BLUEBERRIES AT THE 
REGULAR FOUR PERCENT AD VALOREM RATE DURING THE 
1977 IMPORT SEASON, I.E., UNTIL AN AMENDED VERSION 
OF THE FRG AND EC TARIFF INTERPRETATIONS CAN BE 
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OBTAINED AND TAKE EFFECT. FEDMINFINANCE OFFICIALS 
RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO CONSIDER ISSUING AN INTERNAL 
ORDER (ERLASS) INFORMING GERMAN CUSTOMS FIELD OFFICES 
OF THE INTENDED CHANGE OF THE OFFICIAL CUSTOMS TARIFF 
INTERPRETATION AND DIRECTING THEM TO APPLY THE LOWER 
RATES DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD. THE ISSUING OF 
SUCH AN INTERNAL ORDER, HOWEVER, WILL BE CONDITIONED 
ON AGREEMENT IN BRUSSELS TO AMEND THE EC TARIFF 
INTERPRETATION. 

STOESSEL 
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